Clinical Section 13 are easily felt. These findings are confirmed by skiagrams (figs. 1 and 2), which also show clearly the widening of the metaphyses, the stippling, and the abnormal trabeculation in the long bones.
There is no family history of the condition.
Precocious Puberty in a Female Infant.-R. W. B. ELLIS, M.D.
E. B., a girl, aged 23 months, was well until seven months ago when she began to have vaginal bleeding, occurring at almost regular monthly intervals. The loss of blood is not great, but lasts from two to three days. During the same period there has been gradual enlargement of the breasts.
She was born at term, of normal parents, weighing 11 lb., and was bottle-fed, being given soft solids at 9 months. Chicken-pox at 17 months. There are six other children, all of whom are well; one other was killed in an accident, and there has been one miscarriage. Psychological report (Mrs. Norman). " On the results of the Merrill Palmer tests this child falls within the dull group. However, she refused a number of the tests so that it is possible that she is really rather nearer to the average than the I.Q. indicates. She gave no indication during the interview of any abilities that would rank her above the average child of her age. Merrill Palmer mental age: 19 months.
Merrill Palmer J.Q. : 83."
Discussion.-Dr. PARKES WEBER said he thought that cases like this, which were admittedly very rare, should be termed "macrogenitosomia in females, without virilism and with precocious menstruation". A case of this class was recently described in the British Medical Joutrnal (1937 (ii) , p. 620) and the diagnosis suggested was " pineal syndrome due to neoplasm or hyperplasia of the pineal gland ". But the pineal syndrome occurred almost only in males. He (Dr. Weber) suggested that the macrogenitosomia and precocious menstruation might be due in both cases to a granulosa-cell tumour of the ovary, though this was thought to be extremely rare in children.
Dr. J. D. ROLLESTON emphasized the liability of cases of precocious puberty to precocious maternity and alluded to a case reported by A. Restrepo (Bol. Clin. Depto. de Antioquia, June 1937 , abstracted in Paris &Mdical, October 2, 1937 ) of a girl aged 3 years " who was gradually deflowered by a friend of the house " and gave birth to a normal child at the age of 7 years. Restrepo referred to a paper by Reuben and AManning who had collected 83 cases of pregnancy in girls under 15 years of age, 14 of whom had given birth to stillborn infants.
POSTSCRIPT.-Laparotomy performed by Mr. Nils Eckhof, October 10, 1937. Tne cervix was considerably enlarged (this presumably being the mass felt per rectum), the uterus less so. Both ovaries were three or four times the normal size for this age, and the lower pole of the left ovary was cystic. This latter portion was removed for microscopical examination. No abnormality of the adrenal glands could be detected.
Histological report (Professor Nicholson).-" Lower pole of right ovary: A follicular cyst with much proliferation of granulosa and a slight luteal reaction, a haemorrhagic corpus albicans, a scarred corpus fibrosum, ova at various stages of maturation, but no definite tumour."
In 5 c. Urine and fieces eultuires : No organisms of significance.
13.8.37: Headache, vomiting, diplopia, and weakness of L. sixth nerve;
